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Your Committee has continued to keep itself busy during the year dealing with various matters arising within the Estate:
· Our Centenary Celebration event in the Pirate Park on 31 August 2025 was a resounding success.  Despite a number of restrictions imposed as the result of variable weather on the day, everyone had a good time and we were especially grateful for the support and presence of a large number of local businesses.
· During the winter months, in conjunction with BCP Council we have been progressing plans to upgrade the facilities in the Park.  Our proposals have been published on our website—www.landsociety.co.uk—and are on display on the new Notice Board in the Park.  It is hoped that the new facilities will be available for general use in the early summer and we are planning a formal opening ceremony in June of this year.
· Turning to more formal matters, the planning application for 7A Spencer Road (to replace a house with 7 luxury flats) was rejected by HM Planning Inspector for a second time in February 2026.  This followed a detailed and comprehensive rejection by BCP Council in September 2025.  It is to be hoped that this application—and the wider principle it involved (of developing flats in an area otherwise dominated by detached houses)—has now finally been laid to rest.  We are grateful for the support of local residents and BPCCRA throughout this long-running campaign.
· The provision of Christmas Lights, along with the switch-on Party, has become an established feature of Village life.  However, our ongoing attempts over several years to fill the 'gap' between Maxwell Road and Ravine Road have been unsuccessful owing, we are told, to the unsuitability of at least some the buildings to the south of Haven Road to sustain the necessary support cables.  Nevertheless, we will continue to explore other options.  Despite the generous support of members of the public and local businesses, the net cost to the Society increases remorselessly each year; however, we aim to continue to support this event for the foreseeable future.
· We are pleased to report that HMRC have told us they consider our treatment of covenant waiver fees for Capital Gains Tax purposes to be a ‘reasonable and balanced approach’.
· We continue to review all planning applications relating to properties on the Estate and we object where we feel this is appropriate.  We also deal with various challenges to our proprietary interests in the Estate as they arise.
· We have undertaken a certain amount of routine maintenance of the trees and vegetation in Bessborough Road.
· We have continued to provide flowers to the planters in the Village all year round as well as attaching replica poppies to the lamp posts to mark Remembrance Day.
· The fine new Notice Board in the Pirate Park was installed by BCP Council just before Christmas and has been much admired.  We are finalising arrangements to replace the Notice Board which was previously sited outside the Old Post Office in Haven Road.
· Finally, we would like once again to record our grateful thanks to our two Ward Councillors, John Challinor and Gavin Wright, for their very positive and welcome support for our activities throughout the year.
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